O PBSNEWSHOUR JOURNALISM
CLASSROOM IN ACTION

Media Literacy Mini-Lesson #9

POINT-OF-VIEW AND BIAS

We all have points-of-view and biases. A core principle of

journalism is to understand bias and prevent it from
interfering with fairness and accuracy.
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| How we view l Y Unfair or unbalanced reporting
| events based on | that favors one point-of-view
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experiences, and JL @ Reporting that excludes key facts
interests J about events or individuals

Everybody has a point-of-view, but...
Responsible journalism requires that the journalist

consider their own biases to ensure that they are being
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fair, accurate, and responsible to the story and their subjects.
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The problem with bias

Bias is a problem when journalists include only partial
information about an event or leave out viewpoints of
certain individuals. Bias in journalism can give readers an incomplete
or distorted sense of what is happening in the world — it can lead to
misinformation. Even worse, intentional manipulation of the facts is
called disinformation.
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The following source from an editorial (opinion piece) written shortly
after the US declared war on Japan during World War |l.
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One Goal Now---Win the War ‘

THE United States is at war with Japan, ara! =3l conduct the war
with every resource at its command an\! WD,A the grim deter-
mination and unswerving loyalty of the American people.

This conflict is, of course, undesired and unwelcome.

But it is accepted with complete confidence in ultimate victory.

And it is entered with complete national unity.

> 9 n ) )

JAPAN has provoked this war unjustly and unconscionably.

The Japanese armed forces have attacked American territory
and cities, American military and naval bases, and have destroyed sub-
“stantial American properties and killed and maimed an undeter-
mined number of American citizens.

Japan must learn, and will SOON learn, that the wrath and might
of America are as formidable as the patience of America has been deep
and prolonged. ;

We have amply demonstrated our peaceful intentions and aspira-
tions. '

" Now we will demonstrate capacities for war which this world has
not yet seen and cannot match.
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Detroit Evening Times. Detroit, Mich., Dec. 8, 1941. Library of Congress

How would you describe the point-of-view of this editorial? What
details offer clues about the point-of-view?

Do you think this editorial shows bias? Why or why not?
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